Canada
Geography

- occupying the northern half of the North American continent

- the second largest country (after  Russia) - its area is almost 10 million square kilometres 
- divided into10 provinces and 2 territories (Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Québec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, the Northwest Territories and the Yukon Territory)

- the capital: Ottawa (in the province of Ontario)

- other cities: Montreál (largest, 2.largest of French-speaking in the world), Toronto (cap. of Ontario)

water

- it has been estimated that C. has one-seventh of the world’s fresh water  


• lakes - 2 million
- Huron, Great Bear, Superior, Great Slave, Winnipeg, Erie, Ontario


• Niagara Falls - between lake Ontario and Lake Erie

- it is called the “Horseshoe Fall”

- 49 m high and almost 1 km wide

• rivers - the St. Lawrence - most important (providing the seaway from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean)

- the Mackenzie - longest

mountain ranges
- east: Torngats, Appalachians, Laurentians

- west: the Rocky, Coastal, Mackenzie ranges

- north: Mount St.Elias, Pelly Mountains

- tallest peak: Mount Logan (6050 m) in Yukon

parks
- 38 national parks

- oldest: Banff (located on the eastern slopes of Alberta’s Rocky Mountains)

- Jasper National Park, Tuktut Nogait

- thousands of tourists (enjoy walking, climbing, sightseeing, fishing, skiing)

- 836 national historic sites

- over 1000 provincial parks and nearly 50 territorial parks

climate

- huge country - many climatic variations

• the permanently frozen icecaps in the north - lush vegetation of British Columbia’s west coast

• temperatures can rise from +35°C to -25°C

time zones

- 6: east (in Newfoundland) - 3:30 behind Greenwich Mean Time

west (the Pacific) - 8 behind GMT

Population
- the Vikings discovered C. more than 1000 years ago., rediscovered by Europeans in the 15th century

- 17th, 18th, 19th century: wars between French English

- now: more then 30 million people (British or French origin and from other European countries)

- native Canadians - Indians and Eskimos (Inuit)

language

- bilingual country - 2 official languages: English, French
- Chinese, Italian, German, Polish, Spanish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Ukrainian, Arabic, Dutch, Tagalog, Greek, Vietnamese, Cree, Inuktitut, or other...

Political System
- a constitutional monarchy and a federal state with a democratic parliament

- the Parliament of Canada, in Ottawa, consists of the House of Commons, whose members are elected, and the Senate, whose members are appointed

- on average, members of Parliament are elected every four years

- the leading figure in the political life is the Prime Minister

The Flag

- its own since 1965 (15.2. - Canada’s Flag Day)

- red + white = the official colours of Canada

- maple leaf  has long been a Canadian emblem

National Anthem
- “O Canada” - composed in 1880, proclaimed in 1980

Currency

- Canadian Dollar (divided into 100 cents)

Economy

- traditionally based on natural resources and agriculture

• gas, oil, gold, coal, copper, iron, ore, nickel, potash, uranium, zinc + wood, water
- the world’s second largest exporter of wheat

- leading industries: car manufacturing, pulp and paper, iron and steel work, machinery and equipment manufacturing, mining, extraction of fossil Fuels, forestry and agriculture

Transportation

- plays a key role (great distances)

- east-west Canadian Pacific railway (built in 1885), Canadian National railway

- one of main highways: Trans-Canada route

Sports

- swimming, ice hockey, cross-country and alpine skiing, baseball, tennis, basketball, golf

national sports: ice hockey and lacross
