Political system - GB & USA & CZ
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

- England + Scotland + Wales = GB

- GB + NI = United Kingdom
- UK + Canada + Australia + NZ + some other territories = the British Commonwealth of Nations

= parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarch as a head of State (= Elizabeth II. 1926-?) 

- system is long established and well tried
1/ The Executive Branch

a) the Queen • has the right to be consulted, to encourage and to warn

• chooses the Prime minister (the leader of the party with a majority in the HoC) - meets him regularly
• ceremonial duties (foreign visitors, dinners, opening of Parliament - each year + speech prepared by the G. - plans for the coming year); symbolic head of the UK and the Commonwealth
• signs laws, comments problems (can’t change them)

b) the Government = cabinet • formed by the party with majority support in the HoC

• Prime Minister + 20 leading Ministers

= shadow cabinet • official opposition - formed by the 2. largest party

• duty to criticise G’s policies and to present an alternative programme
2/ The Legislative Branch

= the Parliament = supreme law-making body in the country

- general election held every 5 years; secret ballot; voters from the age of 18, candidates over 21 years old
a) House of Commons • 650 elected Members of Parliament

• the centre of the parliamentary power

b) House of Lords • complements the HoC, not rival

• 1200 hereditary and life peers and peeresses + 2 archbishops + 24 most seniors bishops

• including the law lords appointed to undertake the judicial duties

- main political parties → the Conservative Party
→ the Labour Party

→ the Liberal-Democratic Party

The United States of America
= a federal republic
- 50 states + the District of Columbia (D.C.)

- each state has its own state government, laws, customs, education, taxes, traffic regulations... 


​• but they have to keep the constitution!

- Constitution officially adopted in 1790 by the origin 13 states

1/ the Executive branch

a) President • head of the federal government

• elected every 4 years by direct election of the voters

• residence in White house (Pennsylvania Avenue)

• at least 35, born in US, has lived there for 14 years

• wide powers but not unlimited

• can veto laws passed by Congress

• appoints federal judges, ambassadors, ministers and consuls

• serves as Commander-in-chief of the Armed Force

​• if president dies → vice-president

b) Cabinet • made up by heads of 14 departments

• discuss current affairs + advise to the President

• each D has its own area of activity

2/ the Legislative branch

= Congress
= supreme-law-making body

a) the Senate • 100 S (2 from each State) elected for 6 years (every 2 years 1/3)

• President of the Senate = the Vice-President

b) the House of Representatives • 435 members (number from each state based upon its population)

• Congressmen (women) elected every 2 years

• the majority party elect the speaker of the House 

a) + b) • similar powers but some jobs belong only to the Senate

3/ the Judical branch

- the Supreme Court + other Federal Courts

- watches over the President and Congress - whether laws and acts are in accordance with the Constitution

- can declare laws or presidential acts  unconstitutional

- judges appointed by the President + keep the job for the rest of their life

- main political parties → the Democratic Party • more liberal; strong support from minorities

• J. F. Kennedy, J. Carter, B. Clinton

→ the Republican Party • supported by rich people; more conservative

• T. Rooswelt, R. Regan, G. Bush

The Czech republic
= democratic state = democratic republic → government divided into 3 branches
1/ the Legislative branch

- represented by the Parliament • makes law → goes to the Ch. of D. → debated + voted→ passed→ Senate→ passed or returned to the Ch. of D. with the proposed amendment  

• decides on sending troops abroad

• vote the President

a) the Chamber of Deputies • 200 Deputies elected (by secret ballot) fo 4 years

• approve the bills (created by the G. - can modify them a little) and vote for the President

b) the Senate • 81 Senators elected for 6 years (every 2 years 1/3 is renewed)

• approve the bills, should more taky care of the interests of the region

2/ the Executive branch

a) President • elected every 5 years by the Parliament (not more than twice)

• older then 40 years

• appoints judges, ambassadors, ministers, generals

• signs the laws; can veto; declares amnesty
• represents the CR

b) the Government • composed of → the Prime minister

→ the vice-premiers

→the ministers

• enforces the laws made by Parliament (create the bills)

• for 4 years (the most successful parties in the election)

3/ the Judicial branch

- it’s represented by courts

- system of courts (Constitutional, Supreme, region, districts...)

- apply the law in practice

- judges • can serve for unlimited period of time

• must have a good reputation

• must be professional lawyers

- main political parties → the Civic Democratic Party (ODS) - right wing

→ the Social Democratic Party (ČSSD) - moderate

→ the Czech-Moravian Communist Party (KSČM) - left wing

